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Lobatse Clay Works 
Hit By Liquidation Bid

Contractor pursues P606,300 balance 
after clay transport deal
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Bokhamo (Pty) Ltd filed 
the petition at the Ga-
borone High Court on 9 

September 2026, arguing that 
the brick manufacturer is un-
able to pay its debts.

The application brings a wind-
ing-up bid against a company 
whose reopening was presented 
as a boost for local manufactur-
ing, employment and Botswa-
na’s ambitions to reduce depen-
dence on imports.

In May 2025, the African De-
velopment Bank reported that 
its financial support had helped 
the plant reopen in 2024. It said 
the revived operation had creat-
ed 148 direct jobs and was pro-
ducing three million bricks a 
month for domestic and region-
al markets.

Now, a dispute over payment 
for transporting the clay used in 
that manufacturing operation 
has reached court.

According to the peti-
tion, Bokhamo entered into a 
P906,300 agreement with LCW 
on 12 June 2026 to transport 
clay from Mmamabula to the 

company’s factory in Lobatse.
Bokhamo, represented by its 

director Comfort Bokhalanya-
ne, says it completed the work 
and submitted its statement on 
23 July. Payment was due within 
30 days.

The contractor alleges that the 
deadline passed without pay-
ment despite repeated commu-
nication over the outstanding 
amount.

Its lawyers, Lawrence & Asso-
ciates, issued a demand on 25 
August, seeking settlement of 
the P906,300.

LCW subsequently paid 

P300,000 on 29 August, accord-
ing to the petition. A bank pay-
ment notification attached to 
the court papers records a pay-
ment of that amount from LCW 
to Bokhamo.

The contractor says the re-
maining P606,300 was still out-
standing when it approached 
the court.

Bokhamo also alleges that it 
took the matter to BDC on 1 
September, prompting a confer-
ence call involving LCW gener-
al manager Anthony Moepeng 
and his superiors.

During that call, according to 

the petition, Moepeng was in-
structed to prepare and submit a 
payment plan for the outstand-
ing balance. Bokhamo alleges 
that he failed to do so.

“The Respondent is accord-
ingly commercially insolvent 
and unable to pay its debts,” the 
contractor argues in its petition.

Bokhamo wants Laurettah 
Sibanda appointed provisional 
liquidator, pending the appoint-
ment of a liquidator by the Mas-
ter of the High Court. Her writ-
ten consent to act if appointed is 
attached to the application.

The relief sought would give 
the provisional liquidator con-
trol of LCW’s bank accounts, 
excluding its existing directors 
and signatories. It would also 
authorise her to continue or dis-
continue the business and retain 
or terminate contracts.

Bokhamo argues that inter-
vention is necessary to protect 
assets for creditors and prevent 
further indebtedness. It also 
warns that separate enforcement 
proceedings by other creditors 
could result in assets being sold, 
potentially leaving employees 
without terminal benefits.

Lobatse Clay Works’ revival has come under threat after a contractor asked the High Court 
to place the Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) subsidiary under provisional 
liquidation over an alleged unpaid P606,300 bill.

INNOCENT SELATLHWA
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RIGHT:
President Advocate 
Duma Gideon Boko 

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

News

Boko Sells Botswana’s Stability To 
China In P514bn Investment Push

Speaking during a fire-
side chat at the Bo-
tswana–China Business 

Forum in Beijing on 14 Oc-
tober 2026, Boko presented 
the country as a secure in-
vestment destination and 
a gateway to African mar-
kets.

The forum brought togeth-
er businesses from both 
countries for discussions on 
investment, trade and part-
nerships. The Botswana In-
vestment and Trade Centre 
(BITC) had targeted partic-
ipation by approximately 
300 Chinese companies.

Boko said the elevation of 
bilateral relations to a Com-
prehensive Strategic Co-
operative Partnership had 
created a stronger founda-
tion for commercial coop-
eration and would make it 
easier for Chinese compa-
nies to establish operations 
in Botswana.

He highlighted the coun-
try’s democratic record, 
citing the peaceful trans-
fer of power after the Octo-
ber 2024 general election, 
which ended nearly six de-
cades of Botswana Demo-
cratic Party rule.

“Botswana has a record 
that speaks for itself, the 
uninterrupted, undis-
turbed record of political 
stability is there for all to 
see and this is evidence that 
Botswana is safe and there-

fore, Botswana is an exam-
ple not just for Africa, but 
for the world,” he said.

Boko also cited Botswana’s 
sovereign credit standing 
as part of his investment 
pitch.

His administration is seek-
ing substantial private cap-
ital through the BETP to 
accelerate diversification, 
expand productive indus-
tries and reduce depen-
dence on diamond reve-
nues.

His remarks followed 
the Botswana–China Joint 
Statement of 13 October, 
issued after bilateral talks 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping.

The statement identifies 
National Development Plan 

12 and the BETP among 
Botswana’s development 
priorities to be supported 
through closer cooperation. 
It provides for expanded 
engagement in mining, en-
ergy, infrastructure, agri-
culture, manufacturing, 
logistics and digital tech-
nology.

It also encourages busi-
nesses from both countries 
to identify commercially vi-
able projects. However, it 
does not specify how much 
financing China intends to 
provide towards the BETP 
or identify projects for 
which funding has been se-
cured.

Minister of International 
Relations Dr Phenyo Butale 
has said Xi announced fi-

nancial support for Botswa-
na’s transformation agen-
da during the presidential 
engagements. The amount, 
financing instruments and 
intended beneficiaries have 
not been publicly detailed 
in the announcements ex-
amined.

Ahead of the forum, BITC 
Director for International 
Business in India and Asia 
Dipopego Tsheko said busi-
ness matchmaking sessions 
were intended to generate 
joint ventures, trade and in-
vestment partnerships.

“This is not just about di-
alogue, it is about deals,” 
Tsheko said.

Boko similarly presented 
Botswana’s opportunities 
as capable of delivering 
commercial returns while 
contributing to Africa’s de-
velopment.

“You will do very well, 
while doing very good,” he 
told the Chinese business 
community.

Diamonds featured prom-
inently in the discussions. 
Shanghai Diamond Ex-
change Vice President Yan 
Jin said China’s natural di-
amond market had under-
gone a sharp adjustment 
since 2022 but was showing 
signs of recovery.

Yan identified opportuni-
ties linking Botswana’s dia-
mond production with Chi-
na’s manufacturing, retail 
and consumer markets.

The joint statement also 
identifies opportunities to 
expand Botswana’s beef, 
citrus and other agricul-
tural exports through im-
proved market access and 
trade facilitation. China’s 
zero-tariff initiative for 
eligible African exports 
forms part of that agenda, 
although exporters must 
satisfy applicable technical 
and market-entry require-
ments.

President Duma Gideon Boko has made Botswana’s political stability a central selling 
point for Chinese investors as his administration seeks capital for the P514 billion 
Botswana Economic Transformation Programme (BETP).
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RIGHT:
Umbrella for 
Democratic 
Change (UDC) has 
acknowledged that 
the Communist Party 
of China may help 
finance its political 
engagements

News

Botswana’s ruling Um-
brella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) has ac-

knowledged that the Com-
munist Party of China may 
help finance its political 
engagements when the co-
alition cannot meet the full 
cost.
“We fund ourselves or the 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty may help with funding 
where we fall short,” UDC 
Executive Secretary Dr Pat-
rick Molotsi told The Mon-
day Chronicle.
Molotsi confirmed direct 
relations between the two 
parties but did not say 
whether any Chinese finan-
cial assistance had already 
been received.
His remarks follow the in-
clusion of training opportu-
nities for UDC members in 
the Botswana–China Joint 
Statement issued on Octo-
ber 13 after talks between 
President Duma Boko and 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Beijing.
Paragraph six encourages 
exchanges between polit-
ical parties in leadership 

development, policy formu-
lation, organisational de-
velopment, training and in-
stitutional strengthening. It 
also specifically welcomes 
opportunities for UDC 
members to attend bilater-
al and multilateral training 
programmes hosted by Chi-
na.
However, the statement 
does not identify who will 
finance those programmes, 
how participants will be se-
lected or whether similar 
opportunities will be ex-
tended to Botswana’s oppo-
sition parties.
Molotsi defended the rela-
tionship as normal interna-
tional political cooperation, 
pointing to the UDC’s ties 
with South Africa’s African 
National Congress (ANC).
“We have a relationship 
with ANC for example,” he 
said.
He also confirmed that the 
coalition had sent Assis-
tant Minister of Commu-
nications and Innovation 
Shawn Ntlhaile to China to 
meet Communist Party offi-
cials.

Molotsi said state visits 
sometimes create opportu-
nities for governing-party 
leaders to hold separate po-
litical engagements and ex-
change ideas.
The development follows 
a September 22 meeting in 
Beijing between a UDC del-
egation led by Ntlhaile and 
Ma Hui, Vice-Minister of the 
International Department 
of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee.
It remains unclear whether 
those discussions directly 
led to the inclusion of UDC 
training opportunities in 
the October joint statement.
Political analyst Professor 
Zibani Maundeni said the 
arrangement should pri-
marily be understood as co-
operation between political 
organisations rather than 
an agreement involving the 
Botswana government in 
its administrative capacity.
He said the intention was 
to strengthen relations be-
tween the UDC and China’s 
Communist Party, with po-
litical training forming part 
of that cooperation.

Maundeni suggested that 
the Chinese side could fi-
nance the programmes, 
noting that Botswana’s po-
litical parties do not ordi-
narily receive direct gov-
ernment funding.
Molotsi separately said par-
ty-funding legislation had 
not yet been passed, while 
maintaining that the UDC 
ordinarily finances its own 
international engagements.
The distinction between 
party and government rela-
tions is significant because 
the training provision ap-
pears in an official bilat-
eral statement. Although 
it broadly encourages po-
litical-party exchanges, it 
names the UDC as a poten-
tial beneficiary without ex-
plicitly identifying opposi-
tion parties.
Maundeni also questioned 
whether opposition parties 
would necessarily want to 
participate in training or-
ganised by China’s Commu-
nist Party or government.

UDC Says Chinese Communist 
Party May Help Fund Training

To Page 5
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RIGHT:
Mokwaledi Joseph 
Bagwasi, defeated 
the Umbrella for 
Democratic Change 
(UDC) by 95 votes 

News

T
he Botswana Con-
gress Party (BCP) 
has reclaimed Sef-
hophe ward after 

its candidate, Mokwaledi 
Joseph Bagwasi, defeated 
the Umbrella for Democrat-
ic Change (UDC) by 95 votes 
in Saturday’s by-election.

Bagwasi secured 800 votes 
against the UDC’s 705. The 
Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP) garnered 291 votes, 
while the Botswana Patri-
otic Front (BPF) polled 225. 
Eleven votes were spoiled.

The by-election followed 
the death of UDC councillor 
Christopher Motsholaphe-
ko, who won the ward in the 
2024 general election.

The victory returns Sefho-
phe to the BCP, which had 
long regarded the ward as 
a stronghold before losing 
it to the governing coalition.

The BCP had publicly 
vowed to reclaim the ward, 
turning the contest into a 
test of its ability to recover 
lost ground and the UDC’s 
capacity to defend its 2024 
gains.

For the BCP, Bagwasi’s 
victory provides a boost 

in an area where the party 
has historically enjoyed sup-
port. It also gives the party 
an opportunity to rebuild its 
local base after the setback 
of the general election.

The UDC’s defeat follows 
internal disagreements 
over its preferred candidate 
ahead of the by-election. 
The extent to which those 
divisions affected its cam-
paign and the result remains 
unclear.

However, the figures show 
that the contest was far from 
a walkover. With only 95 
votes separating the leading 
parties, Sefhophe remains 
competitive, leaving the BCP 
with work to do to consoli-
date its regained position.

The BDP and BPF’s com-
bined 516 votes also under-
line the presence of support 
beyond the two leading con-
tenders, despite the contest 
being largely framed as a 
battle between the BCP and 
UDC.

Bagwasi, meanwhile, has 
pledged to push for another 
clinic in the area, describing 
it as long overdue. He said 
he intended to work hard 

BCP Wrests Sefhophe Ward 
From UDC

to bring development to Sef-
hophe and serve residents 
regardless of their political 
affiliation.

“I will also advocate for 
the construction of a storm-
water drainage in the vil-
lage. I intend to work with 
everyone in the village, 
without looking at the par-
ty affiliation towards the 
development of the area,” 
he said.

GOITSEMODIMO KAELO

During his talks with 
Boko, Xi called for closer 
cooperation between the 
governing parties and 
greater exchanges of gov-
ernance experience, ac-
cording to China’s official 
account.
The political cooperation 
accompanies the eleva-
tion of Botswana–China 
relations to a Compre-
hensive Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership, cov-

UDC Says Chinese Communist Party May Help Fund Training

ering wider development 
and economic cooperation.
Questions remain about 
whether China’s Commu-
nist Party covered any costs 
of Ntlhaile’s September vis-
it, what future assistance 
might involve and whether 
conditions would apply.
The amount of any poten-
tial funding, the number of 
participants and the train-
ing timetable have not 
been disclosed.

From Page 4
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ABOVE:US Embassy’s acting chargé d’affaires, Christopher Gunning

The funding was an-
nounced by the US 
Embassy’s acting 

chargé d’affaires, Christo-
pher Gunning, during the 
launch of Iketse, the Digital 
Community Health Infor-
mation System (DCHIS), in 
Thamaga.

The investment includes 
more than US$4.3 million 
already spent on develop-
ing the system and an ad-
ditional US$7.606 million 
committed to strengthen-
ing the integration of health 
data systems.

Gunning said the invest-
ment formed part of a 
longstanding partnership 
between Botswana and 
the United States. The two 
countries have worked to-
gether for more than two 
decades to strengthen Bo-
tswana’s health sector, par-
ticularly in the fight against 
HIV and AIDS.

“Since 2023, the United 
States government invest-
ed over $4.3 million to de-
velop the DCHIS, equip the 
data system, train users 
across Botswana, and sup-
port systems dashboards at 
the Ministry of Health,” he 
said.

He added that the new 
funding would help con-
nect different health infor-
mation systems, making it 
easier for health workers 
and officials to access and 
share information.

“Through the bilateral 
MOU, we committed an ad-
ditional $7.606 million to 
Botswana to strengthen the 
integration and interoper-
ability of health data sys-
tems,” Gunning said.

He also announced plans 
to provide satellite inter-
net connectivity to 140 
health facilities, alongside 
250 additional tablets and 

40 Bright Boxes to improve 
connectivity in government 
health facilities.

The investment is expect-
ed to support the use of dig-
ital tools in health facilities 
and communities, where 
timely access to informa-
tion can help health work-
ers identify and respond to 
health threats.

Ministry of Health Per-
manent Secretary Dr Neo 
Tapela said Iketse marked 
an important step towards 
addressing longstanding 
weaknesses in communi-
ty health reporting, which 
has often relied on paper 
records.

She said reporting delays, 
duplication of information 
and difficulties in ensuring 
accountability had affected 
the management of com-
munity health services.

“Recent public health 
threats, most notably, of 

course, COVID-19 in 2020, 
have tested the readiness 
and resilience of our health 
infrastructure by exposing 
vulnerabilities in our tra-
ditional reporting mecha-
nisms,” Tapela said.

She explained that the 
system would allow com-
munity health workers and 
their supervisors to collect, 
submit and manage infor-
mation more efficiently, 
helping decision-makers 
respond to health needs at 
community, district and na-
tional levels.

“Through this system, 
community health work-
ers, their supervisors, and 
all in the chain of decision 
making in the health sys-
tem will be better equipped 
to capture and submit and 
manage information so that 
they can make timely, in-
formed decisions that ulti-
mately improve the health 
and well being of Botswa-
na,” she said.

Tapela stressed that the 
system was about improv-
ing access to healthcare, 
particularly for people 
who depend on communi-
ty-based services.

“Universal health cov-
erage cannot be achieved 
through hospitals and 
health facilities alone. It 
requires strong networks 
that are part of the prima-
ry health care system. It 
requires empowered com-
munities and reliable infor-
mation,” she said.

She said Iketse was al-
ready operational in 14 dis-
tricts, with the government 
hoping to expand it across 
the country.

Tapela also emphasised 
the need to train and sup-
port community health 
workers, saying the system 
should reduce paperwork 
and allow them to spend 
more time interacting with 
the people they serve.

US Pumps $11.9 Million Into 
Botswana’s Digital Health System
The United States government has committed more than US$11.9 million to support Botswana’s digital 
health systems, including a platform designed to help health workers collect and share community 
health information in real time.

BOIKANYO MATHONSI 

News
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QUALITY BRANDS.
SMARTER BEVERAGE SOLUTIONS.

Reliable distribution and hospitality support across Botswana

Fine Brands Botswana brings together a diverse portfolio of wines, trusted retail products, coffee
solutions, teas, syrups and hospitality essentials - supported by dependable service for retailers,
hotels, restaurants, cafes, caterers and corporate clients nationwide.

WINE DISTRIBUTION
A carefully selected portfolio of local and
international wines for retailers, restaurants,
hotels, bars and hospitality establishments - with
options for different tastes, occasions and price
points.

RETAIL DEPARTMENT
Trusted, versatile products for everyday retail
needs, including Cairns, 5-Star, Yum-Yum and
Trumps. We work closely with retail partners to
support reliable availability, distribution and brand
growth.

HORECA SOLUTIONS
Practical products and service for hotels,
restaurants and cafes. Our coffee division supplies
coffee products and machines, backed by
servicing and repairs that help keep your
operation running efficiently.

BEVERAGE MENU INNOVATION
SloJo syrups give hospitality businesses a versatile
base for mocktails, crushers, smoothies and
milkshakes - making it easier to create exciting
beverage options for every customer.

MORE THAN A DISTRIBUTOR
We build lasting partnerships by understanding your business and providing products, technical
support and service that add real value.

“We are committed to improving the lives of our customers through quality service,
premium products and solutions that earn trust and build lifetime relationships.”

QUALITY PRODUCTS  •  EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
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More than 21 million 
children in the 
region also suffer 

from impaired growth 
linked to long-term 
undernutrition, as climate 
threats and poor access to 
nutritious food continue 
to undermine livelihoods.

In a statement marking 
World Food Day on October 
16, SADC Executive 
Secretary Elias Magosi 
called for urgent action, 
stressing that increased 
agricultural production 
must translate into better 
nutrition for the region’s 
population.

“These figures 
underscore the urgent 

need to increase food 
production while ensuring 
that all people have access 
to sufficient, safe, diverse, 
and nutritious food,” 
Magosi said.

The warning comes as 
the region prepares for the 
2026/27 rainfall season, 
with below-normal 
rainfall and above-average 
temperatures forecast 
across much of southern 
Africa. SADC also warned 
that El Niño could increase 
the risk of reduced rainfall, 
threatening agricultural 
production.

Magosi said countries 
needed to use climate 
forecasts to guide farming 
decisions and prepare for 
disruptions before they 
affected food supplies.

“Converting climate 
information into action 

through improved water 
management, climate 
resilient agriculture, 
agricultural information 
systems, and contingency 
planning will be critical 
to protecting food 
production, livestock, 
livelihoods, and 
vulnerable communities,” 
he said.

SADC said it was 
promoting greater use of 
science, technology and 
early warning systems 
through its Regional 
Agricultural Policy, which 
also seeks to strengthen 
agricultural markets and 
trade across member 
states.

“Integrating climate 
information and early 
warning systems into 
agricultural planning, 
alongside stronger 

38.8 Million Faced Hunger Across 
Eight SADC States
Some 38.8 million people across eight Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
member states faced acute food insecurity between October 2025 and June 2026, 
according to the regional bloc.

BOIKANYO MATHONSI 
markets and regional 
cooperation, is essential 
to building resilient 
agricultural systems and 
improving the region’s 
ability to respond to food 
security challenges,” 
Magosi said.

He said the success 
of these efforts would 
also depend on the 
involvement of farmers, 
women, young people 
and local communities 
in developing practical 
solutions to agricultural 
challenges.

“Their participation is 
important in shaping 
sustainable approaches 
that protect livelihoods, 
strengthen farming 
systems and ensure 
communities are better 
prepared to withstand 
climate shocks,” he said.
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In a stinging judgment 
delivered on October 16, 
Maripe said the union 

was challenging a process in 
which it had participated af-
ter failing to secure support 
for its nominee.

“We are therefore sitting in 
a matter geared purely to as-
suage the injured feelings of 
the applicant over its disap-
pointment that its preferred 
choice of Secretary did not 
curry favour with the rest of 
the other participants,” he 
said.

“This is the essence of these 
proceedings without more.”

The judge dismissed the 
entire application and or-
dered the union to pay the 
costs of the government and 
four respondent unions.

The dispute arose from a 
January 30, 2026 meeting 
at which Andrew Motsamai 
and Tobokani Rari were ap-
pointed PSBC secretary and 
deputy secretary, respective-
ly.

Manual Workers Union 
had proposed Rari for sec-
retary, but the meeting ap-
pointed Motsamai following 
a vote. The union’s repre-
sentatives walked out before 
voting and did not sign the 
resolution confirming the 
appointments.

The union subsequently 
asked the High Court to de-
clare the meeting and its res-
olutions invalid, arguing that 
the PSBC constitution bound 
the original signatories and 
that the January meeting was 
unlawful. It also sought to 
bar the two appointees from 
representing the council.

Alternatively, it argued 
that the constitution was in-
curably defective and should 
be declared null and void, 
with government directed 
to convene a fresh meeting 

to negotiate a replacement.
Maripe found that the 

union lacked legal standing 
because signing the consti-
tution did not automatically 
confer membership of the 
bargaining council.

He explained that member-
ship depended on fulfilling 
the constitution’s admission 
requirements, including a 
threshold of 4,000 members. 
The union had not applied 
for admission and could not 
claim automatic membership 
through its participation in 
negotiating and signing the 
constitution.

Maripe also rejected the ar-
gument that the constitution 
was unworkable because it 
did not expressly provide 
for the interim struc-
tures established to 
operationalise the 
council.

He ruled that 
the Reference 
C o m m i t t e e 
and Joint In-
terim Secre-
tariat were 
necessary to 

give effect to the bargaining 
framework and were lawful.

“The constitution is not 
broken. All the applicant has 
to do is to apply for member-
ship. That’s all,” he said.

The judge also criticised 
what he considered the 
union’s attempt to elevate its 
role above other participat-
ing unions.

“I think in this the 
applicant is punch-
ing way above its 
weight, and arrogat-
ing to itself t h e 

Manual Workers Nursing A Bruised Ego — 
Justice Maripe
High Court judge Justice Bugalo Maripe has dismissed Manual Workers Union’s challenge 
to the reconstituted Public Service Bargaining Council (PSBC), saying the case was driven 
by disappointment over the rejection of its preferred candidate for secretary.

high power of the alpha and 
omega, without pointing to 
what special characteristics it 
has above the other unions,” 
Maripe said.

The judgment follows earli-
er proceedings before Justice 
Lekorwe, in which Manual 
Workers Union sought to in-
terdict the implementation 
of decisions taken at the Jan-
uary meeting.

Maripe held that the con-
stitution was legal and op-
erational, adding that the 
temporary structures would 
fall away once the secretar-
ies began admitting eligible 
unions.

The PSBC constitution was 
signed in October 2025 and 
registered with the Commis-
sioner of Labour the follow-
ing month. The council is in-
tended to provide a platform 
for government and eligible 
public sector unions to nego-
tiate employment terms and 
conditions.

The ruling leaves Manu-
al Workers Union to seek 
membership through the pre-
scribed admission process.

GOITSEMODIMO KAELO
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FMD Crisis Exposes Decades Of False Security

Decades of relative calm 
in southern Botswana 
may have created a false 

sense of security, leaving the 
livestock sector unprepared 
for the current foot-and-mouth 
disease (FMD) outbreak, vet-
erinary experts have warned.

Speaking at the fourth Farm-
ers Conference in Gaborone, 
IRIO VET veterinarian Dr 
Paula Ngwena said Botswana 
should have treated the dis-
ease’s presence in neighbour-
ing South Africa as a serious 
warning.

Ngwena said the outbreak 
had exposed gaps in contin-
gency planning and farmer 
education, raising questions 
about whether the country 
had done enough to prepare 
for a disease capable of dis-
rupting livestock production 
and trade.

“When you know there is 

a disease of economic im-
portance that is affecting a 
neighbouring country, what 
you do as a country is pull out 
something called a contingen-
cy plan,” she said.

A contingency plan sets out 
the steps to be taken when 
a disease enters a country. 
Ngwena questioned whether 
Botswana had done enough to 
put such preparations into ac-
tion while FMD was affecting 
South Africa.

She also stressed the need 
to educate farmers about the 
risks of bringing animals and 
genetic material across bor-
ders without proper precau-
tions, warning that a lack of 
knoledge could have serious 
consequences for the entire 
livestock sector.

“Would you say that person 
is ignorant, or would you say 
that person lacks the knowl-
edge? They were not informed 
that this is a national disaster 

that you are causing,” she said.
Ngwena warned that FMD 

could spread rapidly if infec-
tions were not detected and 
contained early, making sur-
veillance and swift interven-
tion essential.

Vet Agric Consultants di-
rector Dr Gaseitsewe Sento, 
however, said the crisis should 
not be reduced to accusations 
against government, veteri-
narians or farmers.

He argued that decades 
without major FMD disrup-
tions in southern Botswana 
had created a sense of normal-
ity that left the livestock sector 
unprepared for the current 
situation.

Sento recalled that FMD had 
affected southern Botswana 
in the 1970s, prompting the 
government to seek assistance 
in controlling the disease. He 
linked that response to the es-
tablishment of the Botswana 
Vaccine Institute.

He said the long period of 
relative stability that followed 
had shaped how the industry 
viewed the threat.

“For 50 years, we then start-
ed thinking, well, this is the 
norm, this is how things go,” 
he said.

Sento urged stakeholders to 
stop dwelling on who was re-
sponsible and concentrate on 
finding a way forward.

“The way out is 
let’s stop pointing 
fingers at anybody. 
Let’s look for solu-
tions about it,” 

Old Mutual Life Insur-
ance managing director 
Reason Nyamambi warned 
that the consequences ex-
tended beyond animal 
health, with farmers fac-
ing financial pressure 
when restrictions pre-
vented them from selling 
or moving cattle.
The outbreak had exposed 

the vulnerability of farmers 
whose businesses and house-
holds depended on regular 
livestock sales, Nyamambi 
said.

“When we talk about pre-
paredness for FMD or disrup-
tions, we therefore have to ask 
more than whether the ani-
mals were protected. We also 
need to ask whether the farm 
and the family could survive 
where their normal source of 
income, which is cattle selling, 
has been disrupted,” Nyamam-
bi said.

Nyamambi added that own-
ing cattle did not necessarily 
mean having money available 
to run a farm or support a fam-
ily when sales were disrupted.

BOIKANYO MATHONSI 
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Foot-and-mouth disease threatens the security of 
entire households. It can interrupt a family’s main 
source of income, leave farm bills unpaid and place 

years of work at risk. That is why Botswana’s preparedness 
deserves serious public scrutiny.

At the Farmers Conference, veterinary experts 
questioned contingency planning, surveillance and 
farmer education. Their concerns call for clear answers 
from the authorities. What preparations were made as 
the disease spread in neighbouring South Africa? Were 
farmers told what to watch for, how to report suspected 
cases and which practices could put the wider industry 
at risk?

These questions should guide an honest review of our 
response. Farmers also have responsibilities, but public 
education must reach them in language they understand 
and through channels they use.

Farmers should receive regular updates explaining 
restrictions, reporting procedures and the conditions 
required for trade to resume safely.

The regional picture makes delay even more costly. SADC 
reports that 38.8 million people in eight member states 
faced acute food insecurity between October 2025 and 
June 2026. Its warning about the coming rainfall season 
demands practical preparation, including better water 
management and farming advice informed by climate 
forecasts.

For households already under pressure, another 
disrupted season could be devastating. Government 
should explain how it intends to protect production and 
help vulnerable families withstand interruptions to their 
income.

Botswana’s digital health programme offers an 
opportunity to strengthen another essential service. The 
United States has backed Botswana’s health information 
systems with more than US$11.9 million, combining 
money already spent with additional commitments. 
Iketse, the digital community health system, operates in 
14 districts.

Its value will depend on what happens after the launch. 
Health workers need training, reliable connections, 
working equipment and support when systems fail. 
Information gathered in communities must reach people 
who can act on it.

Across agriculture and health, the same duty applies: 
identify risks early, prepare for them and respond before 
avoidable harm spreads.

Public institutions must show what they have done 
with warnings, funding and plans. Ministers and senior 
officials should set out responsibilities, delivery dates and 
measures of progress that citizens can follow.

There is room for international partnerships, new 
technology and ambitious national programmes. Their 
success will be measured in cattle protected, families 
able to earn a living and patients receiving timely care.

Botswana can build that capacity. Doing so requires 
steady work between emergencies, when preparation 
attracts fewer cameras but matters just as much.

Warnings Must Lead To 
Action



1319  October 2026 Guest Column

Series 3: Botswana's Transition to Renewable Energy 
and the challenge of Gender and Energy Poverty

The transition of Bo-
tswana to renewable 
energy is important 

to enhance energy secu-
rity while expanding the 
use of modern forms of 
energy. However, ener-
gy poverty is not clearly 
defined and poorly inte-
grated into Botswana's 
frameworks for renew-
able energy investment 
and risk management, 
particularly in relation to 
affordability, gender in-
equality and unpaid care 
work. As outlined in Series 
2, investment choices, the 
cost of financing and the 
way risks are shared can 
influence electricity pric-
es and the affordability of 
power. The central ques-
tion is whether Botswa-
na's energy transition can 
tackle gender and energy 
poverty.

International organisa-
tions and governments 
have attempted to define 
the concept of energy pov-
erty but continue to have 
challenges in adopting a 
universally accepted defi-
nition. One of the main 
characteristics of energy 
poverty in many coun-
tries is the lack of energy 
infrastructure. However, 
access, cost, dependabil-
ity, service quality, and 
the capacity to use energy 
to generate income and 
improve living conditions 
are important aspects of 
energy poverty. This also 
includes types of depri-
vation that are not mea-
sured by conventional 
energy-access metrics, 
such as households that 
are compelled to reduce 
their energy usage below 
target levels due to their 
inability to pay for neces-
sary energy services.

Multidimensional frame-
works are used in Botswa-
na to measure energy pov-
erty. Statistics Botswana's 
Population and Housing 
Census Analytics indicate 
that approximately 34.7% 
of households in Botswana 
are multidimensionally 
energy poor. The extent 
to which Botswana's mul-
tidimensional approach to 
evaluating energy poverty, 
which includes house-
hold energy deprivation 
indicators embedded in 
the nation's legal and reg-
ulatory structure is still 
unclear. Conventional 
measurements of access 
to energy and investment 
performance may not ful-
ly capture the implications 
for women, who often per-
form a disproportionate 
amount of unpaid care 
work.

Economic, health, so-
cio-cultural ,  and be-
havioural perspectives 
are ways of understand-
ing gender and energy 
poverty. Unequal pay and 
the fact that women live 
longer than men are fea-

tures of energy poverty. 
The health perspective 
includes the physiological 
and biological factors that 
increase susceptibility to 
energy poverty. Elderly 
people and young chil-
dren are particularly at 
risk to the negative effects 
of heat and cold stress. 
These impacts have a sig-
nificant impact on low-in-
come households, infor-
mal workers, the elderly, 
individuals with disabili-
ties who depend on assis-
tive technology that needs 
energy, and communities 
that are geographically 
constrained by access to 
infrastructure.

Gender mainstreaming 
is seen as an important as-
pect in Botswana's Nation-
al Energy Policy (2021). 
The challenge occurs when 
connecting the policy com-
mitment to the decisions 
that influence employ-
ment, procurement, proj-
ect risk management, and 
energy affordability.

The 100 MW Mmadin-
are Solar PV, the 100 MW 
Jwaneng and the 500 MW 
Maun Solar PV project that 
includes 500 MWh of bat-
tery storage under a pow-
er purchase agreement 
(PPA) arrangement raise 
a broader policy ques-
tion of whether social and 
gender-related risks are 
evaluated as rigorously 
as financial and technical 
ones. A narrow focus on 
financial and technical 
performance can lead to 
the distributive effects of 
the investment being over-
looked.

Botswana can benefit 
from regional organisa-
tions and nations that 
have more defined strat-
egies for mainstreaming 

gender in the energy sec-
tor. Kenya's Gender Policy 
in Energy (2019) provides 
a framework for integrat-
ing gender issues into en-
ergy policies, programs, 
and projects. M-KOPA in 
Kenya also provides an 
additional example of how 
financing and flexible 
payment plans can con-
tribute to widening access 
to technologies related 
to energy. For Botswana, 
the policy lesson is to ex-
plore real affordability, 
repayment performance, 
service quality and out-
comes disaggregated by 
gender of energy tech-
nologies. The Economic 
Community of West Af-
rican States further ad-
opted a Policy in 2015 to 
mainstream gender in all 
energy programmes in-
cluding large scale energy 
infrastructure projects 
and investments. Botswa-
na can build on its policy 
framework by creating a 
gender-responsive policy 
for energy affordability 
and investment risk.

In conclusion, Botswana's 
energy transition must 
be evaluated not only by 
higher generation capaci-
ty and financial gains but 
also by its capacity to less-
en energy poverty, lessen 
the burden of unpaid care, 
and increase access to 
economic possibilities for 
women and other mar-
ginalised groups. Gender 
and social issues must 
be included into energy 
investment and risk man-
agement.

Dr. Cheludo  
Tinaye Butale

Dr. Cheludo Tinaye 
Butale- Socio-econom-
ic, gender and security 
researcher advancing 
enterprise development.
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 Dr Keotshepile Motseonageng

BOTSWANA IS RICH IN IDEAS, BUT 
WHO IS GETTING RICH FROM THEM?

Botswana is not suffer-
ing from a shortage 
of ideas. Perhaps our 

greatest challenge is what 
happens to those ideas af-
ter they are created.

For decades, we have dis-
cussed economic diversifi-
cation, entrepreneurship, 
innovation and reducing 
our dependence on dia-
monds. Yet, one important 
conversation remains in-
sufficiently explored: How 
can Intellectual Property 
become a driver of Botswa-
na's economic transforma-
tion?

We have spent 60 years 
building an economy large-
ly supported by the wealth 
beneath our soil. Perhaps it 
is time we invested just as 
deliberately in the wealth 
within our minds.

Intellectual Property (IP) 

THE BUSINESS OF 
INFLUENCE

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

LAW

is not simply about regis-
tering trademarks, patents 
or copyrights. It is about 
recognising that human 
creativity, innovation and 
knowledge can become 
valuable economic assets.

Consider our creative in-
dustries.

A musician releases a 
song, earns performance 
fees and moves on to the 
next project. A fashion de-
signer creates a distinctive 
collection, sells the gar-
ments and begins anoth-
er. An author publishes a 
book and concentrates on 
selling copies.

But what happens beyond 
those initial transactions?

Can the music generate 
licensing revenue? Can the 
fashion designs become 
part of a commercially 
valuable portfolio? Can the 
book be translated, adapt-
ed or licensed into other 
markets?

The difference between 
creating intellectual prop-
erty and commercialising 
it is often the difference 
between earning once and 
building recurring reve-
nue.

Now consider our univer-
sities and research institu-
tions.

Every year, research is 
conducted, discoveries are 
made and innovative solu-
tions are developed. But 
how much of that knowl-

edge reaches the market-
place?

How many research proj-
ects become patented in-
ventions, licensed technolo-
gies or commercially viable 
enterprises?

Research should not nec-
essarily end with academic 
publication. Where appro-
priate, it should also create 
opportunities for industrial 
development, employment 
and economic growth.

Our indigenous knowl-
edge presents another im-
portant conversation.

Botswana possesses valu-
able traditional knowledge, 
cultural expressions and in-
digenous resources. Yet we 
must ask whether the com-
munities preserving this 
knowledge participate fair-
ly in the economic benefits 
arising from its commercial 
use.

Protection and bene-
fit-sharing require appro-
priate legal and policy 
mechanisms, not assump-
tions about ownership.

Then there is government.
Public institutions com-

mission creative works, 
fund research and devel-
op innovations. Are we 
identifying, managing and 
commercialising valuable 
publicly funded intellectual 
property where appropri-
ate?

These questions deserve 
serious national attention.

However, not every idea 
qualifies for intellectual 
property protection, and 
not every protected asset 
will generate commercial 
value. Successful commer-
cialisation requires sound 
legal protection, invest-
ment, market demand, 
business strategy and effec-
tive management.

This is precisely why Bo-
tswana needs a stronger IP 
culture.

We must move beyond 
teaching entrepreneurs 
how to register businesses 
and begin teaching them 
how to identify, protect, 
manage and commercialise 
their intangible assets.

Economic diversification 
cannot depend exclusively 
on establishing more busi-
nesses. It must also involve 
building enterprises capa-
ble of creating and retain-
ing value through innova-
tion.

My dream is to help build 
a Botswana where Intellec-
tual Property is understood 
not as a legal luxury, but as 
an economic instrument.

For 60 years, we have 
celebrated the wealth be-
neath our soil. Perhaps the 
next chapter of Botswana's 
prosperity lies in recognis-
ing the wealth within the 
minds of Batswana.

The question is: Are we 
prepared to invest in it?
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Political Weaponization Of 
Social Media
Social media is a pow-

erful platform for 
connecting people 

and amplifying diverse 
voices. Yet what began as 
a tool for digital commu-
nication has also evolved 
into an instrument for 
manipulation, coercion 
and propaganda.

In just over two decades, 
it has transformed social 
interaction, shaped public 
opinion and helped mobil-
ise movements such as the 
Arab Spring and Occupy 
Wall Street. Its influence 
extends into wars and po-
litical struggles across the 
world.

While rumours and fab-
ricated information have 
always existed, social me-
dia presents new chal-
lenges to information in-
tegrity. Many users rely 
on Instagram, TikTok and 
X for news, making these 
platforms influential 
sources of information.

Social media empowers 
individuals to challenge 
dominant narratives. 
At the same time, it pro-
vides fertile ground for 
misinformation, disinfor-
mation and propaganda. 
Algorithms prioritising 
comments, shares and 
likes can reward sensa-
tional and inflammato-
ry political content at the 
expense of accuracy. This 
encourages echo cham-
bers where users encoun-
ter ideas reinforcing their 
existing beliefs, potential-
ly weakening social cohe-
sion.

Extremist groups have 
also exploited digital plat-
forms to recruit, radicalise 
and spread propaganda. 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula’s online maga-

zine, Inspire, influenced 
the perpetrators of the 
2013 Boston Marathon 
bombing, demonstrating 
the dangers of extremist 
material circulating on-
line.

The volume and speed 
of user-generated content 
make distinguishing fact 
from fiction increasingly 
difficult. Competing nar-
ratives leave the public 
uncertain and sceptical. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
demonstrated this dan-
ger through conspiracy 
theories about the virus’s 
origins and false claims 
about prevention and 
treatment.

Social media’s dual role 
as an instrument of gov-
ernment communication 
and grassroots report-
ing reflects its complex-
ity. Governments use it 
to shape narratives and 
manage public opinion, 
while citizen journalists 
challenge misleading of-
ficial accounts and bring 
overlooked experiences 
to wider audiences.

Israel’s war in Gaza il-
lustrates this tension. Re-
porting by Palestinians on 
the ground has allowed 
people worldwide to wit-

ness the suffering of civil-
ians and challenge official 
narratives. Supporters 
have used TikTok videos 
and platforms such as X 
to organise protests and 
express solidarity.

After the Israeli strike 
on a camp in Rafah on 26 
May 2024, an AI-generat-
ed image depicting tents 
arranged to read “All Eyes 
on Rafah” spread widely. 
It attracted more than 44 
million Instagram shares 
in less than 48 hours, 
demonstrating the scale 
of online solidarity with 
Palestinians.

The “Blockout 2024” 
movement similarly 
called on users to block 
celebrities and influenc-
ers who remained silent 
about Palestinian suffer-
ing. Supporters sought 
to use their collective in-
fluence to demand that 
prominent personalities 
speak out.

Online campaigns have 
also encouraged boycotts 
of corporations over al-
leged ties with Israel. 
Such activism intersects 
with the Palestinian-led 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement, es-

tablished in 2005 to pres-
sure companies and in-
stitutions implicated in 
violations of Palestinian 
rights.

However, the same plat-
forms can be used to ma-
nipulate political debate, 
discredit opponents and 
silence dissent. In the 
Philippines, former pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte’s 
supporters used social 
media to promote favour-
able narratives and attack 
critics. In Myanmar, a 
military-linked Facebook 
campaign spread ha-
tred against the Rohing-
ya during the violence of 
2017.

These examples show 
how digital communica-
tion can support public 
participation while en-
abling intimidation and 
division. Its effects reach 
beyond online exchang-
es, influencing political 
loyalties, public trust and 
relations between com-
munities.

The world has witnessed 
internet activism and boy-
cott campaigns against 
tyranny, racism and in-
justice. Yet social media is 
also becoming a tool of in-
formation warfare, with 
implications for future 
conflicts.

Platform owners, includ-
ing Meta, X and Alphabet, 
must therefore promote 
free speech, combat dis-
information and hate 
speech, and end censor-
ship and shadow ban-
ning. They must uphold 
standards that allow so-
cial media to fulfil its in-
tended role as a platform 
for diverse voices and in-
formed dialogue.
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The life of a court bai-
liff in Botswana is 
one of responsibility, 

patience and resilience. 
Although the role may 
appear to involve simply 
serving court documents, 
particularly child main-
tenance summonses and 
court orders, it carries 
challenges that extend 
far beyond the delivery of 
paperwork. A court bailiff 
plays a vital role in the 
Administration of Justice 
by ensuring that court 
processes reach the people 
concerned.

Being a court bailiff in 
Botswana these are the re-
sponsibilities I carry daily. 
Although this may appear 
to be a straightforward 
task, the reality is that 
every document I serve 
carries a story of family 
disputes, financial diffi-
culties, parental responsi-
bilities and the welfare of 
a child.

One of the greatest chal-
lenges I face in my work 
is the lack of transport, 
which sometimes makes 
it difficult or rather impos-
sible to serve documents 
as required. This chal-
lenge not only affects me 
but also my clients who 
sometimes travel from 
far to attend court only 
for it to be postponed and 
I too also miss my service 
deadlines and have to find 
other ways to serve. Apart 
from transport problems, 
I encounter people who 
are rude, angry and un-
willing to cooperate lead-
ing to me feeling unsafe 
because there are times 
clients threaten me over 

the phone before I have 
even reached them in 
person. Some threats are 
disturbing, such as when a 
parent threatens to harm 
their own children simply 
because they have been 
summoned to court which 
leaves me quiet disturbed. 
These experiences remind 
me that the work of a bai-
liff can be emotionally 
demanding and at times 
dangerous.

However, my work has 
also taught me to look 
beyond the surface of a 
dispute. There are occa-
sions when I arrive to 
serve a summons only to 
discover that the father 
being summoned is living 
and caring for the very 
child or children he is be-
ing summoned for at his 
home. Yes some men live 
with their girlfriends or 
wives together with their 
children but are absent 
fathers. Those are not the 
men I am talking about 
right now, I am talking 
about present fathers who 
go above and beyond for 

their children. Situations 
like these have taught me 
that every family has its 
own circumstances and 
that not every case can be 
understood from the doc-
uments alone. Through 
this line of work I have 
become more observant 
of people’s behavior and 
the pain that often lies 
behind their explanations 
whether they are disput-
ing maintenance or strug-
gling with arrangements 
for parental access.

Despite the challenges, 
there are many rewarding 
aspects of my profession. 
I enjoy interacting with 
clients who are willing to 
communicate and under-
stand the court process. 
Some are curious to un-
derstand what the law re-
quires from them and ask 
questions, while others 
feel comfortable enough 
to share their personal 
experiences with me re-
garding parental access 
issues as well as mainte-
nance disputes. I value 
these interactions because 
they allow me to put my 
legal knowledge into prac-
tice and explain the law 
to ordinary people who 
may not fully understand 
it. It gives them access to 
a court before reaching 
the court itself. One of 
my greatest satisfactions 
is seeing the cases I have 
served being completed 
by the Magistrate. It re-
assures me that my con-
tribution, however small 
it may seem, plays a part 
in ensuring that justice is 
served whether in the fa-
vor of the plaintiff or the 

defendant.
Being a court bailiff has 

also strengthened me per-
sonally. I have learned to 
stand up for myself when 
some clients attempt to 
undermine me because 
of my age and gender be-
lieving that a young wom-
an cannot carry out her 
duties effectively. I have 
been in a situation where 
a client once told me to get 
someone older to serve 
him because according to 
my voice I am too young 
to understand “dikgang 
tsa bagolo” (adult matters) 
and also the fact that “ke 
ngwananyana” ( I am a lit-
tle girl) according to him. I 
have developed a high lev-
el of patience, self-control 
and the ability to remain 
professional even when 
dealing with difficult peo-
ple in the field and around 
the office.

Ultimately, my experi-
ence has taught me that 
the law should not be 
viewed merely as a means 
of punishment. It exists 
to promote fairness, pro-
tect rights and provide a 
means of resolving dis-
putes. As a court bailiff, 
I am not there to take 
sides or pass judgement 
on people’s circumstances. 
My role is to carry out my 
duties fairly and profes-
sionally, while recognizing 
the humanity of those I 
encounter. As challenging 
as my work may be, I find 
purpose in knowing in 
knowing that I contribute 
to the Administration of 
Justice and in some cases 
to the protection and wel-
fare of the children.  

The Life Of A Court Bailiff In 
Botswana

Ashley Saku
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I once visited South Ko-
rea years back with 
other Members of the 

ICT Committee of Parlia-
ment. While there, I was 
admired to see a machine 
that was doing miracles by 
the zebra crossings. While 
people were waiting for 
the robot to give way, 
they were keeping busy 
by checking their health. 
There was a small ma-
chine, installed by Sam-
sung, where any person 
could stop and check their 
sugar level, their blood 
pressure, their body tem-
perature, and their heart 
rate. Free. Simple. No 
queue at a clinic.

I watched old people, 
young workers, mothers 
with children – they just 
placed their arm, waited 
60 seconds, and got a small 
printout of their health sta-
tus. If your pressure was 
high, the machine advised 
you to visit a clinic.

In Botswana today, peo-
ple are very sick and they 
do not know it. High blood 
pressure, diabetes, stroke 
– these non-communica-
ble diseases are now kill-
ing more Batswana than 

FREE HEALTH CHECK MACHINES – WHAT 
BOTSWANA CAN LEARN FROM SOUTH KOREA’ 
S ZEBRA CROSSINGS

many infectious diseas-
es. Yet a simple check for 
blood pressure at a pri-
vate pharmacy costs P50 
to P100. For a mother in 
Letlhakeng or a taxi driv-
er in Tsolamosese , that is 
money for food. So they 
do not check. They only 
discover they are diabet-
ic when their foot must be 
amputated or as for most 
men when when the young 
boy doesn’t wake up. Some 
only discover high blood 
pressure after a stroke.

The Government says 
prevention is better than 
cure, but we are not invest-
ing enough in prevention.

South Korea has solved 
this by bringing health 
screening to the people, 

not waiting for people to go 
to hospitals. Their health 
kiosks are integrated with 
their national health insur-
ance and smart city infra-
structure. The kiosks are 
manufactured by compa-
nies like Samsung and LG 
and i am told they are de-
ployed in partnership with 
government. The machine 
I saw is called a Smart 
Health Kiosk, or Telehealth 
Kiosk.

Botswana must bench-
mark this given our cur-
rent health situation.

I propose that the Minis-
try of Health, in partner-
ship with the South Kore-
an Embassy in Gaborone 
and Samsung Botswana, 
launch a pilot of 100 Smart 
Health Kiosks across the 
country. This will be ideal 
as we are about to estab-
lish the National Health In-
surance Scheme.

Place these kiosks where 
people already walk: Main 
Mall in Gaborone, the Bus 
Rank, Rail Park Mall, Pa-
Kanye  Main Mall, Kanye 
Main Kgotla, Francistown 
Bus Rank, Maun Airport, 
Selibe Phijwe Mall, Letl-
hakane, at all major zebra 

Column

crossings and clinics. Make 
them free, solar-powered, 
and connected to our own 
e-health system so that 
data can be anonymous 
but help the Ministry track 
NCD hotspots.

A single dialysis machine 
for one kidney failure pa-
tient costs government 
over P150,000 per year. A 
health kiosk costs less than 
P50,000. One kiosk can 
prevent ten people from 
reaching dialysis by catch-
ing high blood pressure 
early.

This is not a luxury. It 
is smart economics. We 
spend millions treating 
sickness that we could 
have prevented for free at 
a zebra crossing.

Let us call the Korean Am-
bassador. Let us call Sam-
sung. Let us not re-invent 
the wheel. Let us copy what 
works and save Batswana 
lives.This is the wisdom 
that i am being patriotic 
to share. This will surely 
modernize Botswana. 

Moiseraele 
Master Goya 

Moiseraele Master Goya 
Former Assistant Minis-
ter and Member of Parlia-
ment for Palapye
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Plot 2522, Mmokolodi 1

reservations@kasimba.co.bw+267 392 0024

+267 72 280 137

· Retreat · Indulge 
· Experience

SCAN FOR
DIRECTION

PINK AFFAIR
SUNDAY
25th OCTOBER 2026

Pretty in Pink
Fabulous in Flavour! 

Join us at Kasimba Boutique Hotel for a stylish 
Sunday lunch filled with delicious food, great vibes, 
and beautiful moments.

Please call or WhatsApp 
+267 72280137 to reserve a table.

PINK AFFAIR 
DRESS CODE:

Dress up. Show up. Pink it up!

Adults
P355

Kids
P175

Includes a soft drink!
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The escalating Mid-
dle East conflict has 
cast fresh uncertain-

ty over Botswana’s P160 
billion investment ar-
rangement with Qatar’s Al 
Mansour Holdings, which 
remains without publicly 
confirmed financing com-
mitments.
Oman’s 500MW solar proj-
ect in Maun, meanwhile, 
has progressed to a signed 
power purchase agreement 
and a groundbreaking cer-
emony.
President Duma Boko an-
nounced the $12 billion Al 
Mansour partnership in Au-
gust 2025, presenting it as an 
investment breakthrough 
covering energy, infrastruc-

ture, mining, agriculture, 
tourism, cybersecurity and 
defence.
However, an update to Par-
liament in April showed 
that the agreement had yet 
to translate into confirmed 
project implementation.
According to local media re-
ports, Minister of Trade and 
Entrepreneurship Tiroea-
one Ntsima told Parliament 
it was not a binding invest-
ment commitment, but an 
undertaking by Al Mansour 
Holdings to consider financ-
ing commercially viable 
projects.
Botswana Development Cor-
poration (BDC) submitted 21 
project proposals on Sep-
tember 25, 2025, but was still 
awaiting feedback when the 
parliamentary update was 

given.
The disclosure contrast-
ed with the optimism sur-
rounding the original an-
nouncement.
“This partnership is not just 
about numbers on paper. It 
is about turning words into 
real projects, real invest-
ments, and real change for 
our people,” Boko said at the 
time.
Boko later clarified that 
the announcement did not 
mean billions of dollars had 
already been transferred to 
Botswana. The potential in-
vestment remained subject 
to project feasibility and 
financing requirements.
The arrangement now fac-
es a more difficult regional 
economic environment fol-
lowing the outbreak of war 

involving Iran, Israel and 
the United States in Febru-
ary this year.
In its October 6 assessment, 
the World Bank projected 
that Qatar’s economy would 
contract by 20.9 percent 
in 2026, while Gulf Coop-
eration Council economies 
would shrink by an average 
of 4.3 percent.
The Bank said Qatar’s av-
erage monthly natural gas 
production fell by about 67 
percent between March and 
July following damage to 
energy infrastructure.
S h i p p i n g  d i s r u p t i o n s 
through the Strait of Hor-
muz have added uncer-
tainty over trade and in-
vestment. International 
Monetary Fund Managing 
Director Kristalina Georgie-
va warned this week that 
the economic effects could 
persist beyond the conflict, 
particularly through elevat-
ed energy prices.
Oman’s Botswana project, 
meanwhile, has moved be-
yond preliminary commit-
ments.
The Oman Investment Au-
thority, through its subsid-
iary O-Green, has signed a 
power purchase agreement 
with Botswana Power Cor-
poration for a 500MW solar 
facility in Maun, supported 
by battery energy storage.
The project has reached the 
groundbreaking stage and is 
expected to operate under a 

Botswana’s P160bn Qatar Promise Faces 
Fresh Test As Gulf Conflict Deepens

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

To Page 24

ABOVE:  President Duma Boko announced the $12 billion Al Mansour 
partnership in August 2025



2119  October 2026

To Page 24

Business

The Bank’s October 
2026 Africa Economic 
Update, titled Build-

ing AI Readiness, projects 
growth of 3.4 percent in 
2026, following contrac-
tions of 2.8 percent in 2024 
and 0.7 percent in 2025.
Growth is expected to slow 
to 2.5 percent in 2027 before 
recovering to 3.1 percent in 
2028.
The projections come as 
Botswana attempts to re-
build momentum following 
a prolonged diamond sector 
downturn that has weighed 
on exports, government rev-
enue and economic activity.
The World Bank estimates 
general government debt 
at 39.1 percent of GDP this 
year, up from 31.3 percent 

World Bank Sees Botswana Debt Hitting 
40.6% Of GDP As Growth Slows
Botswana’s government debt is projected to reach 40.6 percent of GDP in 2027 as economic 
growth slows, according to the World Bank, which also forecasts higher inflation and a large 
budget deficit this year.

in 2025 and 29.5 percent in 
2024. It forecasts a further 
increase to 40.6 percent in 
2027 before debt eases to 38 
percent in 2028.
If realised, the 2027 figure 
would represent an increase 
of more than 11 percentage 
points in three years.
The rise comes as Botswana 
seeks capital for diversifi-
cation and infrastructure 
while reduced diamond 
revenues place pressure 
on its fiscal buffers. Gov-
ernment has emphasised 
fiscal consolidation, domes-
tic revenue mobilisation 
and greater private-sector 
participation in financing 
development.
The general government 
deficit widened from 3 per-
cent of GDP in 2024 to 6.2 
percent in 2025. It is esti-
mated at 5.9 percent this 

year, before narrowing to 
3.6 percent in 2027 and 2.8 
percent in 2028.
Inflation is expected to av-
erage 8 percent in 2026, 
compared with 2.7 percent 
in 2025 and 2.8 percent in 
2024. It is forecast to ease 
to 5 percent in 2027 and 4.5 
percent in 2028.
Botswana’s projected growth 
trails the wider Sub-Saharan 
African economy, which is 
expected to expand by 4.3 
percent this year, up from 
4.1 percent in 2025. The 
Bank said it had upgraded 
2026 growth forecasts for 
nearly three-quarters of 
countries in the region.
Botswana’s debt burden 
remains below the regional 
median of 57 percent of GDP 
in 2025. However, the Bank 
cautions that debt vulnera-
bilities increasingly depend 

on borrowing costs and 
structure, rather than debt 
levels alone.
Across the region, govern-
ments have increasingly 
turned to domestic debt 
as external borrowing be-
comes more fragmented. 
Higher interest and repay-
ment costs are consuming 
resources needed for infra-
structure, human capital 
and social protection.
External risks could also 
complicate the recovery. 
The Bank warns that esca-
lating conflict in the Middle 
East could raise fuel, food 
and fertiliser prices, while 
shipping disruptions could 
increase transport costs.
Geopolitical uncertainty 
could weaken investment 
and capital flows, including 
financing from Gulf econ-
omies, as Botswana courts 
Gulf investors for projects in 
mining, energy, infrastruc-
ture and other sectors.
The Bank also expects a 
strong El Niño episode to in-
tensify through late 2026 be-
fore weakening during the 
first half of 2027, increasing 
drought risks across South-
ern Africa.
Below-average rainfall and 
higher temperatures could 
affect crop and livestock 
production and drive up 
food prices, adding pressure 
on households.

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

World Bank Group 
President Ajay Banga

LEFT
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Huawei Joins Botswana’s Digital Push 
Without Funding Pledge

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

Chinese technology giant Huawei has signed a three-year cooperation agreement with the 
Botswana government covering artificial intelligence, internet connectivity, digital education 
and technology development, without committing a specified amount of money to the country’s 
digital transformation programme.

The Memorandum 
of Understanding 
(MoU), signed be-

tween the Ministry of 
Communications and In-
novation and Huawei 
Technologies (Botswana) 
Proprietary Limited, es-
tablishes a framework for 
cooperation towards the 
government’s digital ambi-
tions under Vision 2036.

However, it contains no 
binding financial commit-
ment, with both parties 
expected to bear their re-
spective implementation 
costs. It also states that the 
arrangement does not con-

stitute a government pro-
curement commitment to 
Huawei.

The agreement was con-
cluded during President 
Duma Boko’s state visit to 
China, where Botswana has 
been seeking stronger eco-
nomic and technological 
cooperation with Beijing.

Boko visited Huawei’s 
Beijing Research Insti-
tute, where his delegation 
was shown applications in 
cloud computing, smart ed-
ucation, telemedicine, pub-
lic security and artificial in-
telligence.

He said Botswana was 

seeking a technology part-
ner capable of improving 
essential government ser-
vices, particularly educa-
tion and public security.

“We look forward to a 
department as capable as 
yourselves to assist us in 
this process because once 
we do this, it is not only 
about making education ac-
cessible and fun but those 
who are already making it 
happen can be very easily, 
efficiently and seamlessly 
updated,” Boko said.

He also expressed inter-
est in using advanced tech-
nology to improve policing.

“The commissioner of Po-
lice is here. She is eager, 
she is anxious to have these 
capabilities deployed,” he 
said, referring to artificial 
intelligence-driven pub-
lic security technologies 
demonstrated during the 
visit.

Under the agreement, 
Huawei and the govern-
ment will collaborate on 
aligning Botswana’s digi-
tal transformation and In-
formation and Communi-
cations Technology (ICT) 
roadmaps, expanding af-
fordable internet connec-
tivity to urban and rural 

To Page 24
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communities, and estab-
lishing a unified higher 
education and research 
network.

The framework also pro-
vides for Huawei’s support 
in developing Botswana’s 
national Artificial Intelli-
gence Policy and imple-
menting digital literacy 
programmes.

A Joint Working Commit-
tee will identify priorities, 
coordinate projects and 
review progress. No proj-
ect budgets, implementa-
tion timelines or specific 
financial contributions 
have been disclosed.

Future procurement de-
cisions remain subject to 
applicable laws and pro-
cedures, meaning Huawei 
has not been guaranteed 
contracts arising from the 
partnership.

Huawei Senior Vice 
President for Public Af-
fairs and Communica-
tions Jeff Wang welcomed 
the framework, saying the 
company looked forward 
to cooperation in digital 
government, cloud com-
puting, education, health-
care and artificial intelli-
gence.

Huawei entered Botswa-
na in 1998. Its activities 
include the Smart Village 
Project in Zutshwa, rural 
connectivity initiatives 
involving schools and 
healthcare facilities, and a 
5G-enabled smart mining 
project at Jwaneng.

Its Seeds for the Future 
programme also sent five 
Botswana students to Chi-
na this year.

The agreement comes 
as Botswana advances 
SmartBots, its national 
digital transformation 
strategy, to improve pub-
lic services, expand inter-

net access and develop a 
knowledge-based econo-
my.

In his 2026 Budget 
Speech, Vice President 
and Minister of Finance 
Ndaba Gaolathe outlined 
plans to expand village 
connectivity and strength-
en government digital ser-
vices and infrastructure. 
Government reported that 
52 public services were 
online, with another 179 
undergoing integration 
testing.

It remains unclear which 
projects Huawei will un-
dertake, whether financ-
ing agreements will follow 
or how government will 
fund activities identified 
by the committee.

President Xi Jinping 
also announced financial 
support for Botswana’s 
economic transforma-
tion agenda, although the 
amount and terms remain 
undisclosed. There is no 
indication that the Hua-
wei arrangement forms 
part of that assistance.

The MoU takes effect 
upon signature and may 
be renewed by mutual 
agreement.

Botswana’s P160bn 
Qatar Promise Faces 
Fresh Test As Gulf 
Conflict Deepens

30-year power purchase 
agreement.
Although full financing 
arrangements and con-
struction disbursements 
have not been publicly 
established, the signed 
agreement marks a more 
advanced project mile-
stone than the non-bind-
ing Al Mansour arrange-
ment.
There is, however, no es-
tablished evidence that 
the conflict has direct-
ly delayed the Qatar ar-
rangement or caused Al 
Mansour Holdings to re-
consider its proposed in-
vestment.
During the April proceed-
ings, Leader of Opposition 
Dumelang Saleshando 

questioned why govern-
ment had announced such 
a substantial arrangement 
before projects were ready 
for financing.
Ntsima defended the an-
nouncement, saying it 
could yield investments in 
future.
“We were announcing an 
agreement of a partnership 
that can yield results for 
us in the future,” he told 
Parliament.
No subsequent binding 
financing commitment 
or capital disbursement 
under the $12 billion ar-
rangement has been inde-
pendently established from 
the public information 
examined.

Huawei Joins Botswana’s Digital Push Without Funding Pledge

From Page 20

From Page 22
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The October 27 dead-
line for Aliko Dan-
gote’s refinery initial 

public offering (IPO) is ap-
proaching, while Mots-
wedi Securities says it is 
still awaiting the prospec-
tus for a proposed US$500 
million (about P6.8 billion) 
Southern African offering 
through Botswana.

Motswedi Securities’ Gar-
ry Juma told The Monday 
Chronicle that the firm was 
awaiting “the publication 
of the DR prospectus”.

The document is expected 
to outline the terms of the 
proposed Botswana Depos-
itory Receipts (BDRs) rep-
resenting shares in Dan-
gote Petroleum Refinery 
and Petrochemicals.

Nigeria’s Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
approved a two-week ex-
tension of the IPO from 
October 13 to October 27 
to accommodate addition-
al African investors and 
cross-border investment 
arrangements.

However, it has not been 

Dangote’s P6.8bn Regional Offering 
Awaits Prospectus As IPO Deadline Nears

established whether that 
deadline also applies to the 
Botswana depositary re-
ceipt programme or wheth-
er investors participating 
locally will have a separate 
closing date.

Juma’s response leaves un-
answered questions about 
subscription arrangements, 
investment requirements 
and the timetable applica-
ble to investors accessing 
the offering through Bo-
tswana.

Botswana has been select-
ed as the single Southern 
African trading venue for 
the proposed receipts, plac-
ing the Botswana Stock Ex-
change (BSE) at the centre 
of the regional fundraising 
exercise.

Access Bank Botswana 
will issue the receipts un-
der an arrangement co-
ordinated through the 
Committee of SADC Stock 
Exchanges (CoSSE), whose 
members agreed to consol-
idate regional participation 
through one trading venue.

The US$500 million target 

represents about 31 percent 
of the refinery’s reported 
US$1.6 billion IPO target. 
It is intended to come from 
the wider Southern African 
region, rather than Botswa-
na alone.

The development follows 
an investor roadshow in 
Gaborone on October 14, 
where Dangote met institu-
tional investors and capital 
market stakeholders along-
side senior executives from 
his conglomerate.

“We have more than 
reached our target,” Dan-
gote said, according to 
Bloomberg. He indicated 
that investor interest was 
several times greater than 
the amount sought.

However, detailed sub-
scription figures establish-
ing how much capital has 
been committed through 
Botswana or the wider 
Southern African market 
have not been published.

Investor interest does not 
necessarily translate into 
confirmed subscriptions, 
particularly while the re-

gional participation ar-
rangements have yet to be 
fully detailed publicly.

Botswana’s selection also 
puts its institutional in-
vestment industry in focus. 
According to previously 
reported figures, the coun-
try’s pension funds held 
more than P176 billion in 
assets at the end of June 
2026.

The proposed P6.8 billion 
regional target is equiva-
lent to about 3.9 percent of 
those assets, although the 
offering extends to other 
participating SADC mar-
kets.

No aggregate investment 
commitments from Bo-
tswana pension funds have 
been publicly disclosed.

BSE Chief Executive Offi-
cer Aupa Monyatsi has wel-
comed the transaction as an 
opportunity to strengthen 
Botswana’s role in region-
al capital markets by giving 
investors access to major 
African companies through 
their domestic exchange.

The broader IPO compris-
es approximately 4.1 bil-
lion ordinary shares priced 
at ₦525 each, with pro-
ceeds intended to support 
the company’s industrial 
expansion.

Juma’s response does not 
establish whether the out-
standing prospectus reflects 
regulatory processes, ad-
ministrative preparations 
or the normal sequence of 
the regional offering.

As the Nigerian closing 
date approaches, publica-
tion of the prospectus and 
confirmation of Botswana’s 
subscription timetable re-
main central to clarifying 
how local investors can 
participate.

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

The US$500 million 
target represents 
about 31 percent 
of the refinery’s 
reported US$1.6 
billion IPO target.
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NBFIRA Takes Control Of Minet 
Brokerage, Gives No Reasons
Botswana’s financial services regulator has placed Minet Botswana (Pty) Limited under statutory 
management without publicly explaining what prompted the intervention.

26

TSAONE SEGAETSHO

The Non-Bank Finan-
cial Institutions Reg-
ulatory Authority 

(NBFIRA) appointed Thuli-
sizwe Johnson as statutory 
manager, effective 12 Oc-
tober 2026, under Section 
62(1) of the NBFIRA Act, 
2023.

In a public notice dated 
13 October, NBFIRA Act-
ing Chief Executive Officer 
Mooketsi Ramanteba con-
firmed the appointment 
but gave no reasons for in-
voking the statutory man-
agement provisions.

The regulator directed 
stakeholders to refer all 
queries, complaints and 
claims concerning Minet to 
Johnson. It did not indicate 
how long the arrangement 
would remain in place.

NBFIRA has not explained 
whether the intervention 
relates to financial difficul-
ties, regulatory compliance, 
corporate governance or 
other supervisory matters. 
Its notice also did not indi-
cate whether the appoint-
ment followed an investiga-
tion, regulatory warnings 

or compliance directives.
Johnson, approached by 

The Monday Chronicle for 
clarification, did not com-
ment on the reasons behind 
the decision.

In a separate statement, 
parent company Minet 
Botswana Holdings Pro-
prietary Limited acknowl-
edged the intervention and 
sought to reassure clients, 
employees and business 
partners about its scope.

“We recognise the ques-
tions this development may 
raise among clients, em-
ployees and business part-
ners and wish to provide 
clarity on its scope,” the 
company said in a state-
ment issued by order of its 
board.

The holding company 
confirmed that statutory 
management affected only 
Minet Botswana (Pty) Lim-
ited, which provides insur-
ance advisory services, and 
not its two other subsidiar-
ies.

Minet Botswana Retire-
ment Solutions (Pty) Limit-
ed, which provides pension 
consulting and administra-
tion services, and Minet Bo-
tswana Risk Management 
& Consulting (Pty) Limited, 
which specialises in risk 
advisory and asset valua-
tion consultancy, remain 
outside statutory manage-
ment.

Both will continue oper-
ating normally, according 
to the holding company. It 
said the affected brokerage 
would also maintain its ser-
vices.

“Further, we wish to ad-
vise that Minet Botswana 

(Proprietary) Limited, de-
spite the ongoing statutory 
management placement, 
will continue to provide in-
surance advisory services 
and support to all its cli-
ents,” Minet said.

The company said the bro-
kerage was working closely 
with NBFIRA and was com-
mitted to full cooperation, 
with due regard for the in-
terests of clients and other 
stakeholders.

However, its statement 
did not explain the circum-
stances that prompted the 
intervention or disclose 
whether the brokerage had 
previously been required 
to address regulatory defi-
ciencies.

Statutory management al-
lows an appointed manag-
er to oversee the affected 
business under the appli-
cable legal framework. The 
appointment alone does 
not establish insolvency, fi-
nancial misconduct or reg-
ulatory wrongdoing.

Neither NBFIRA nor Minet 
Botswana Holdings has 
publicly identified irreg-
ularities involving client 
funds, premiums or insur-
ance claims.

The regulator has also not 
specified the conditions 
that must be met before 
statutory management can 
end or ordinary manage-
ment arrangements can be 
restored.

Minet Botswana Holdings 
said it would continue sup-
porting clients and keep-
ing stakeholders informed, 
with further details to be 
shared through its official 
communication channels.

Business
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Lister Paints The Pain, Rise, And 
Purpose Of A Great Man

For fine artist Tshepo 
Lister, MonnaTiya is 
more than an exhibi-

tion. It is a mirror, a mem-
oir and a message.

Scheduled for October 
24, 2026 at Cresta Rileys in 
Maun, MonnaTiya is List-
er's most personal show 
to date, a visual journey 
through rejection, endur-
ance and rising.

"MonnaTiya was inspired 
by the journey of my life 
and the experiences that 
shaped me into the person 
I am destined to become," 
he says. "To me MonnaTi-
ya represents a great man 
who has been tested by 
life's challenges, faced re-
jection, endured pain and 
uncertainty, but refused 
to give up. Instead, I rose 
above my circumstances 
and continue pursuing my 
purpose."

It is a story many Batswa-
na will recognise. And that 
is exactly the point.

"I want visitors to experi-
ence something that goes 
beyond looking at beauti-
ful paintings. I want them 
to feel, reflect, connect and 
discover something mean-
ingful within themselves," 
says Lister. "Every artwork 
carries a story, an emotion 
or a message that someone 
may relate to personally."

Lister is adamant that 
paintings are not just dé-
cor. They are tools for com-
munication, education and 
storytelling. They preserve 
culture, challenge thinking 
and open conversations 
about community.

That belief is why he in-
sists on the power of seeing 
originals up close. 

"You can appreciate the 
colours, textures, brush-
strokes and details, and dis-
cover the stories behind the 
paintings. Seeing an origi-
nal artwork in person is dif-
ferent from viewing it on a 
phone or computer screen 
because you can experi-
ence its physical presence," 
he explains.

What makes MonnaTiya 
different is its second voice: 
poetry.

"The idea behind combin-
ing visual art with poetry 
was to create a deeper and 
more complete storytelling 
experience," Lister says. "A 
painting can communicate 
through colour, imagery, 
expression and symbolism, 
while poetry uses words, 
rhythm and emotion to 
communicate ideas that 
may sometimes be difficult 
to express visually."

When the two meet, the 
audience gets to both see 
and feel the story. "The 

NNASARETHA KGAMANYANE

To Page 30
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painting allows you to see 
the story, while the poetry 
gives you another way to 
feel and interpret it. I be-
lieve this combination will 
make MonnaTiya more 
engaging, memorable and 
emotionally meaningful."

The exhibition explores 
universal yet intimate 
themes; human journey, 
identity, purpose, ambition 
and the circumstances that 
shape us. Lister draws from 
African experiences, cul-
ture and the beauty of vi-
sual storytelling, but filters 
them through his own life 
lessons.

"MonnaTiya explores the 
idea that a person's jour-
ney can be difficult, unpre-
dictable and full of lessons, 
yet still lead towards some-
thing meaningful," he says.

His journey as a visual 
artist has been no different: 
continuous learning, ex-
perimentation, hard work, 
with ups and downs. 

"Building a career in art 
requires more than cre-
ativity. It also requires dis-
cipline, patience, business 
understanding and the 
courage to believe in your 
work, even when the jour-

ney is challenging," he says.
Like many independent 

artists in Botswana, Lister 
has built his audience brick 
by brick, with support from 
clients, followers and social 
media, which has allowed 
him to reach beyond his 
immediate surroundings. 
He believes Botswana's 
art scene has tremendous 
growth potential, if collab-
oration, exposure and in-
vestment in local artists in-
crease.

That is why he sees a ticket 
to MonnaTiya as more than 
entry.

"Buying a ticket is more 
than paying to attend an 
event. It is an investment 
in local creativity and the 
future of Botswana's art in-
dustry. It helps make this 
exhibition possible and 
supports the resources, 
preparation and work re-
quired to bring the experi-
ence to life."

For those who have never 
attended an art exhibition, 
his invitation is disarming-
ly simple.

"You do not need to be an 
art expert to enjoy an art 
exhibition. You do not need 
to know the technical lan-

guage of art or understand 
every painting. All you 
need is an open mind and 
a willingness to experience 
something different."

It is a welcoming, engaging 
entry point to discover art, 
enjoy poetry, and perhaps 
find a piece that speaks di-
rectly to you, through its 
message, its beauty or the 
emotion it stirs.

Community support, he 
says, is everything for inde-
pendent artists who often 
have to create their own 
opportunities. Behind ev-
ery exhibition are hours of 
work, materials, planning 
and financial investment.

"Come and experience 
MonnaTiya for yourself. Do 
not just hear about it from 

someone else or see pic-
tures afterwards. Be part 
of the moment, experience 
the original artworks, lis-
ten to the poetry and con-
nect with the stories being 
shared."

"Personally, MonnaTiya 
represents the belief that 
our struggles do not define 
our final destination," he 
says. "If you miss MonnaTi-
ya, you may miss an oppor-
tunity to discover an art-
work that speaks directly to 
you."

MonnaTiya opens October 
24, 2026 at Cresta Rileys, 
Maun. As Lister puts it: "I 
Love you all my Clients, 
supporters and followers 
let meet on the October 24, 
2026."

Lister Paints The Pain, Rise, 
And Purpose Of A Great Man
From Page 29
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From engagement rings 
that mark the begin-
ning of a marriage to 

diamond necklaces trea-
sured for generations, nat-
ural diamonds carry stories 
that extend far beyond their 
sparkle. For Botswana, they 
represent a resource that 
has helped shape six de-
cades of independence, 
while for the global jewel-
lery industry, they remain 
symbols of love, commit-
ment and life's defining 
moments.

This connection between 
Botswana's diamond heri-
tage and the international 
luxury market took centre 
stage when Signet Jewel-
ers chief executive officer 
J.K. Symancyk hosted an 
exclusive reception at the 
National Museum in Gabo-
rone on a Friday evening to 
celebrate the country's 60th 
Independence anniversary. 

Visiting Botswana for 
the first time, Symancyk 
reflected on the opportu-
nity to experience a coun-

Where Botswana’s Diamonds Meet 
The World Of Luxury

try whose diamonds have 
helped establish its place 
in the global jewellery in-
dustry.

"I spend a great deal of 
time talking about the natu-
ral diamond industry, about 
the jewellery industry, but 
being here allows me to 
experience Botswana's nat-
ural beauty, its vibrant com-
munities, the remarkable 
Batswana that are at the 
heart of this story. And I've 
long admired the transfor-
mation," he said.

Signet operates well 
known brands including 
Kay Jewelers, Zales, Jar-
ed, Diamonds Direct and 
Blue Nile, offering products 
ranging from engagement 
rings to jewellery designed 
for personal expression. 
Across its brands, the com-
pany operates approxi-
mately 2,600 retail loca-
tions, giving it a significant 
presence in the global jew-
ellery market.

Symancyk says for con-
sumers, diamonds often 

carry meanings that extend 
beyond their monetary val-
ue, connecting the natural 
resource to the emotions 
and memories attached to 
the finished piece.

"Natural diamonds have 
a unique place in the lives 
of people around the world. 
They are part of some of 
life's most meaningful mo-
ments, from engagements 
and weddings to anniver-
saries and personal mile-
stones. What makes them 
special goes beyond the 
stone itself. It is also the 
meaning people attach to 
the jewellery they choose 
to wear and keep," he said.

That connection between 
a diamond's origin and its 
eventual owner depends 
on an international net-
work of producers, traders, 
manufacturers, designers 
and retailers. Rough stones 
extracted from the earth 
pass through several stages 
of processing and crafts-
manship before reaching 
jewellery counters and 

customers.

Moreover, he says Bo-
tswana's participation in 
this chain places the coun-
try within a global industry 
that links mineral produc-
tion to luxury goods mar-
kets, making international 
relationships important to 
the journey from mine to 
finished jewellery.

" Botswana has an im-
portant place in the natural 
diamond industry, and its 
contribution reaches far 
beyond its borders. When 
we talk about the diamond 
business, we are talking 
about a journey that brings 
together the people who 
produce these stones, the 
businesses that work with 
them and the customers 
who ultimately purchase 
the finished jewellery," he 
said.

Symancyk's presence at 
the reception offered a re-
tail industry's perspective 
on Botswana's diamond leg-
acy as the country marked 
six decades of indepen-
dence. 

"It is an opportunity to 
recognise the journey the 
country has travelled and 
the role diamonds have 
played in its story. For me, 
being here for the first time 
makes that connection even 
more meaningful, because 
I can now experience Bo-
tswana beyond the industry 
and appreciate the people 
and communities 
at  the 
h e a r t 
o f  i t , " 
he said.

BOIKANYO MATHONSI 

Signet Jewelers Chief 
Executive Officer J.K. 
Symancyk 
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Isago Ntle Designs: Dressed by 
the Gods, Rooted in Botswana

For Isago Mosimanya-
na, fashion is not just 
fabric. It is memory, 

identity and prophecy 
stitched into one.

She is the face and cre-
ative force behind Isago 
Ntle Designs, an Afrocen-
tric, high-end label whose 
name is a hyphenated 
play on her own. Isago 
Ntle means a beautiful 
future, a fitting manifes-
to for a brand that wants 
to build a beautiful and 
transformative future for 
Botswana's fashion and 
textile industry.

"Dressed by the Gods" is 
its slogan, and it says ev-
erything about her phi-
losophy.

"To me, fashion is not 
simply about putting 
together beautiful gar-
ments; it is about identity, 
self-expression and the 
stories we carry," says Mo-
simanyana. "Our designs 
draw on the past while 
imagining the future, re-
flecting where we come 
from, who we are today 
and who we are destined 
to become."

A Fashion Design grad-
uate from Limkokwing 
University, Mosimanyana 
credits her training for 
giving her more than an 
eye. It gave her technique 
and business discipline.

"It exposed me to the 
many dimensions of 
fashion, from illustra-
tion, pattern drafting and 
garment construction to 
the business and finan-
cial aspects," she says. "I 
came to understand that 
fashion design requires 
more than creativity. A 
designer must be able to 
translate an idea into a 
finished garment and ap-

preciate the commercial 
considerations involved."

But the classroom was 
only the beginning. Like 
many young designers, 
she had to learn how to 
turn a final-year project 
into a paying brand.

"You must develop your 
skills, understand your 
market and continuous-
ly expose your work. My 
advice is simple: hit the 
ground running. Do not 
wait until everything is 
perfect before you begin," 
she says.

What makes an Isago 
Ntle piece? She calls it 
timeless steeze — an ef-
fortless style that doesn't 
depend on what is trend-
ing.

The brand designs for 
the self-aware and fash-

ion-forward, individuals 
who want clothing with 
character. She describes 
her work as having a fore-
shadowing and flashback 
attribute.

"Our pieces tell 
the story of the 
ones who came 
before us and the 
ones who are yet 
to come, the peo-
ple we are yet to 
become."

Her muse board is proud-
ly African. She cites fami-
ly influence, her mother 
is a senior secondary art 
teacher and practising 

artist, Botswana's climate 
and cultural landscape, 
and West African fash-
ion, particularly Nigeri-
an designer Hetunba, her 
greatest inspiration.

Material is her lan-
guage. While Isago Ntle is 
now exploring denim and 
leather for their structure 
and texture, the brand 
began unexpectedly with 
swimwear.

"My journey began with 
swimsuits made from ny-
lon Lycra. Looking back, 
I still regard that swim-
wear collection as one of 
my best, especially con-
sidering the Botswana 
fashion environment at 
the time and that I was 
fresh out of university," 
she says.

Instead of going com-
pletely solo after gradua-
tion, Mosimanyana chose 
collaboration. She is part 
of a combined fashion 
house that started with 
three designers, includ-
ing fellow Limkokwing 
graduate Bokani Monei 
and established designer 
Phumzile Akolang of Ex-
quisite Designs at African 
Mall.

"Our relationship began 
while Bokani and I were 
still at university. She 
took us under her wing 
through mentorship," she 
says. "We began collabo-
rating and sharing bills 
and other expenses."

In practice, the collective 
shares studio costs, shows 
and networks, while each 
designer keeps a distinct 
identity. For Mosimanya-
na, it has been a master-
class in the realities of 

To Page 33
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fashion business.
"The biggest lesson has 

been that collaboration 
can create opportunities 
that may be difficult to 
access independently," 
she says. "Collaboration 
should not be about com-
peting for the same space. 
It should be about helping 
one another grow."

Visibility in Botswana's 
competitive but growing 
industry comes from net-
working, fashion events 
and social media. Pricing, 
she says, reflects the com-
plexity and construction 
of each piece.

Her proudest moment so 
far? Walking the Fashion 
Without Borders Africa 
(FWBA) runway and later 
co-hosting her own fash-
ion show with the collec-
tive.

What is next? All eyes 
are on the Spring/Sum-
mer 2026 collection, set 
to be showcased through 

Fashion Without Borders 
Africa.

"I want every new 
collection to contrib-
ute something mean-
ingful to the Isago 
Ntle story," she says. 
"Dressed by the Gods 
is more than a slogan. 
It is the spirit behind 
the journey, the identi-
ty of the brand and the 
future we are working 
towards."

Arts

From Page 32
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Ideas, Stories & Voices worth Reading

When Dr Kgolo-Lot-
s h w a o  l o o k e d 
around her own 

home, she saw a familiar 
urban reality. School life in 
English, cartoons in English, 
bedtime stories in English. 
Her children, like many in 
Gaborone, had countless 
opportunities to strengthen 
their English but far fewer 
to enjoy Setswana.

"As a linguist, I know that 
language proficiency de-
velops through meaningful 
and sustained exposure," 
she said. "We cannot expect 

children to become confi-
dent speakers and readers 
of Setswana if their oppor-
tunities to engage with the 
language are limited."

That personal observation 
became a mission. And that 
mission became books.

Under the theme, Keeping 
A Language Alive, One Book 
At A Time, Dr Kgolo-Lot-
shwao shared her journey 
as a linguist, mother and 
publisher behind Somarela 
Setswana. Her message was 
clear: preserving Setswana 
is not just the job of teach-
ers. It is a collective respon-
sibility.

"A language remains strong 
when people use it, and that 

includes speaking it, reading 
it, writing it, and creating 
in it," she said. "Parents can 
read Setswana books with 
their children, schools can 
encourage reading beyond 
prescribed texts, businesses 
can support literacy initia-
tives, and booksellers can 
make local books more ac-
cessible."

To date, she has published 
four books that deliberately 
draw on familiar Botswana 
experiences: Ithute Setswa-
na – Learn Setswana, Ithute 
Kgomo, Loeto lwa ga Lobone 
go ya Morakeng, and Lewa 
le le Ntle. It is a deliberate 
strategy. By grounding vo-
cabulary in cattle, family 

life, and the moraka, she 
makes Setswana relatable 
and enjoyable, not intimi-
dating.

The approach resonated 
strongly with high school 
teachers at the breakfast. 
Bash Connektor, which host-
ed the event as the kick-off 
to its three-month campaign 
built on Be Seen, Be Under-
stood, Convert to Sales, said 
it planned for 30 guests and 
met its target, but impact 
mattered more than num-
bers.

"Ba sokodisiwa ke bana 
who get to high school ba sa 
itse Setswana," said Basadi 
Masimolole of Bash Connek-
tor, quoting feedback from 
teachers.

One teacher noted that 
students struggle with ba-
sic Setswana vocabulary, 
yet are expected to handle 
complex idioms and prov-
erbs in class, forcing some 
schools to introduce Setswa-
na Breakthrough at second-
ary level.

"That observation really 
stayed with me because it 
reinforces the importance 
of accessible reading materi-
als," Dr Kgolo-Lotshwao said. 
"We cannot expect learners 
to engage confidently with 
complex language if they 
have not developed a strong 
vocabulary foundation."

For her, accessibility is two-
fold. It is about where books 
are found, and whether the 
language inside can be un-
derstood. Ithute Setswana 
is already available as an 
e-book on Amazon Kindle, 
while the storybooks are 

Book Review

Keeping Setswana Alive, One 
Book at a Time

Dr Naledi N. Kgolo-Lotshwao, a linguist and senior lecturer in the Department 
of English, Faculty of Humanities at University Of Botswana

To Page 35
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in print at Exclusive Books 
APJ, Botswana Craft, Bala 
Books, Pennywise at Acacia 
Mall, #PushaBW Store and 
Koncept Store at SSKIA, with 
digital editions planned. 

But she argues the value 
chain must go beyond pub-
lishing.

"We often focus on pro-
ducing books without giving 
equal attention to develop-
ing a sustainable reading 
market," she said. "Writers 
can write, illustrators can 
illustrate, but how does it 
reach schools, libraries, and 
homes? We need to stim-
ulate demand, not simply 
increase supply."

That is why she is calling on 
schools, parents, corporates, 
embassies and NGOs to in-
vest by sponsoring books for 
communities or including 
locally produced books in 
corporate gifting, especial-
ly ahead of festive season 

Keeping Setswana Alive, One Book at a Time
spend, which is Bash Connektor's next 
campaign phase.

Looking ahead, Dr Kgolo-Lotshwao 
is already working on her fifth book, 
Dikgomo tsa Botswana, a coffee-ta-
ble book expected in Q1 2027. It will 
document cattle colours, breeds, horn 
shapes, ear markings and their cultur-
al roles and the extraordinary Setswa-
na vocabulary that holds generations 
of knowledge.

"The book is a celebration of Bo-
tswana's cattle heritage, but also an 
effort to preserve knowledge that 
may otherwise become less familiar 
to younger generations," she said.

Her final encouragement to parents 
was simple: make Setswana normal 
at home.

"Buy your child a Setswana book. 
Read it together. Talk about the pic-
tures, laugh about the story. You do 
not have to turn every reading session 
into a lesson," she said. "We want 
children to see Setswana not simply 
as a subject they must pass at school, 
but as a language in which they can 
read for pleasure, express themselves, 
imagine, and create."

From Page 34
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Tafic coach Zacharia 
Mudzadzi  says  he 
wants to compete for 

everything this season de-
spite the club setting sur-
vival as its primary target 
following a difficult period 
marked by financial chal-
lenges and player exodus.

Mudzadzi was left frustrat-
ed after his side conceded 
a last-minute equaliser to 
Extension Gunners in a pul-
sating encounter at the GU 
Stadium on Friday evening, 
denying Tafic what appeared 
to be a valuable three points.

Tafic had taken the lead in 
the first half after enjoying 
spells of dominance and cre-
ated threatening situations. 
The second half, however, 
developed into an end-to-
end contest, with both sides 
finding opportunities but 
struggling to make the most 
of their chances.

Gunners made several en-

tries into the opposition 
box as they pushed for an 
equaliser, but poor finishing 
and decision-making under-
mined their efforts. Their 
persistence eventually paid 
off when they struck a min-
ute before the final whistle, 
leaving Mudzadzi ruing his 
side's inability to protect 
their lead.

The Tafic coach felt his 
charges had done enough 
to secure victory and was 
particularly disappointed 
that they conceded so late 
in the game.

“I feel hard done. The 
points were already in the 
bag. Thirty seconds of play, 
defend well. We let Gunners 
put in a lot of crosses. Our 
left back and left winger 
failed to coordinate. We 
could defend better,” he said 
in a post-match interview.

Despite the late setback, 
Mudzadzi was pleased with 
his team's overall perfor-
mance, especially consid-

Tafic Coach Vows to Fight 
For Everything

ering the circumstances 
surrounding their prepara-
tions.

“We played a very 
good first half that 
I feel like the team 
is there. Imagine a 
team that travelled 
this morning and 
put this kind of per-
formance. I should 
applaud the boys, 
they played a good 
game. I take the one 
point, go home and 
plan for the next 
game,” 

Tafic have endured a chal-
lenging period after losing 
sponsors and several play-
ers following an encour-
aging 2024/25 season. The 
changes have left the club 
rebuilding with a relative-
ly new and inexperienced 
squad.

Against that backdrop, sur-
vival remains the team's of-
ficial objective as they seek 
to stabilise their campaign. 
Mudzadzi, however, has 
ambitions beyond simply 
avoiding relegation, insist-
ing that he wants his team to 
approach every match with 
a competitive mindset.

His comments underline 
the challenge facing Tafic 
as they attempt to rebuild 
while maintaining the stan-
dards expected of a club that 
enjoyed a good season two 
years back.

For Extension Gunners, the 
late equaliser offered relief 
after a match in which vic-
tory appeared to be slipping 
away. Their coach, Paradzayi 
Mandivenga was pleased to 
leave with a point, particu-
larly after his charges had 
worked hard to recover 
from the first-half deficit.

Gunners have made an 
encouraging start to the 
season, recording impres-
sive away victories over 
early league favourites Mo-
chudi Centre Chiefs and 
Nico United. Their ability to 
rescue a point against Tafic 
further demonstrated their 
fighting spirit, even if the 
performance left room for 
improvement.

While Gunners will take 
encouragement from their 
late comeback, Tafic will be 
left wondering what might 
have been. For Mudzadzi, 
the immediate task is to turn 
the positives from Friday's 
performance into consistent 
results, while tightening his 
side's defence in crucial mo-
ments.

GOITSEMODIMO KAELO

Sport
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The Ostriches deliv-
ered a statement vic-
tory through first-half 

goals from Lindokuhle Zu-
ngu and Tebogo Letsema, 
ending a frustrating se-
quence of eight league en-
counters without defeating 
the Jwaneng outfit.Zungu 
fired Orapa into the lead 
in the 13th minute before 
Letsema doubled their ad-
vantage in the 37th min-
ute, leaving Galaxy with a 
mountain to climb before 
the halftime whistle.
The hosts protected their 

two-goal ad-
vantage to se-
cure three 
v a l u a b l e 

points and 
c o n -

demn 
G a l -
a x y 
t o 

their 
f i r s t 

league 
d e f e a t 

o f  t h e 
campaign. 

Beyond the 
result,  the 

victory car-
ried consider-

able historical 
significance for Ora-
pa, who had endured 
years of disappoint-

ment against their 
rivals.
Their previous home 

league victory over Galaxy 
came on 14 December 2019, 
coincidentally by the same 
2-0 scoreline. However, 
Orapa's last league victory 
against Galaxy at any venue 
was a 1-0 away triumph on 
15 April 2022.
Since that April 2022 victo-
ry, Galaxy had established a 
commanding record in the 
fixture, registering four vic-
tories and four draws across 
eight league encounters. 
Among the most painful 
results for Orapa was a hu-
miliating 5-0 home defeat on 
20 May 2023, a result which 
underlined Galaxy's domi-
nance in the rivalry.
Galaxy also recorded a 1-0 
victory in November 2022 
and repeated that scoreline 
in May 2024. The Jwaneng 
side continued to frustrate 
Orapa during the 2024/25 
campaign, with both league 
meetings ending in 1-1 
draws.
Their dominance contin-

Orapa United brought Jwaneng Galaxy's unbeaten start to the 2026/27 FNB Premiership 
season crashing down on Saturday, ending a six-year-plus wait for a home league victory 
over their rivals with a commanding 2-0 triumph at Itekeng Stadium

Orapa Ends Six-Year Home 
Jinx Against Galaxy

ued into the 2025/26 season 
when Galaxy thrashed Ora-
pa 3-0 in August 2025 before 
the sides settled for another 
1-1 stalemate in February 
2026. However, Saturday's 
result marked a decisive re-
versal of that trend as Orapa 
finally turned the tables on a 
side that had repeatedly de-
nied them maximum points.
The victory also extended 
Orapa's recent improvement 

after their impressive 4-2 
victory over BDF XI and a 
1-1 draw against Township 
Rollers. 
The defeat represents an 
early setback for Galaxy af-
ter they had preserved their 
unbeaten league record, in-
cluding victories over Nico 
United and Enesia FC in 
their previous two assign-
ments.

Lindokuhle Zungu 

CHRONICLE REPORTER
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Matebele Stun Popa In Weekend 
Shocker
GOITSEMODIMO KAELO

Matebele  FC  sent 
shockwaves through 
the FNB Premier 

League after stunning Town-
ship Rollers 4-2 at the GU 
Stadium on Sunday, produc-
ing the biggest upset of the 
weekend.

The victory was particu-
larly unexpected given the 
contrasting fortunes of the 
two sides heading into the 
encounter. Rollers were fa-
vourites to collect maximum 
points, while Matebele ar-
rived at the game rooted at 
the bottom of the standings 
with just one point.

However, the underdogs 
turned the tables on their 
more fancied opponents, 
scoring four goals to leave 
Popa supporters in disbelief 
and hand the Blues a damag-
ing defeat.

For Matebele, the result 
could prove to be a turning 
point in their campaign. 
Having endured a diffi-
cult start to the season, the 
emphatic victory offered 
a much-needed boost and 
demonstrated their ability to 
compete against the league's 

established sides.
The result also served as 

a reminder that league po-
sition and reputation count 
for little once the action gets 
underway.

Rollers, on the other hand, 
will have plenty to reflect on 
after conceding four goals in 
a match they were widely 
expected to win. The defeat 
raises questions about their 
defensive organisation and 
consistency, particularly 
against opponents who came 
into the weekend struggling 
for points.

For a club with Rollers' am-
bitions and following, such a 
result will be difficult to di-
gest. They must now respond 
quickly to prevent Sunday's 
setback from affecting their 
momentum in the coming 
fixtures.

While Matebele stole the 
headlines, the weekend also 
produced significant results 
elsewhere in the title race.

Gaborone United contin-
ued their impressive start to 
the campaign with a victory 
over Nico United in Sele-
bi-Phikwe, maintaining their 

position among the leading 
sides after collecting maxi-
mum points.

GU's latest win reinforced 
their early-season creden-
tials, as they continue to 
build momentum in pursuit 
of another strong league 
campaign.

Orapa United also enjoyed 
a memorable weekend, de-
feating mining-town rivals 
Jwaneng Galaxy 2-0 on Sat-
urday in one of the round's 
standout fixtures.

The result was a significant 
statement from Orapa, who 
showed their ability to over-
come one of the league's for-
midable sides while handing 
Galaxy a setback in the early 
stages of the campaign.

Meanwhile, Mochudi Cen-
tre Chiefs secured a 2-1 vic-
tory over Enesia in Francis-
town to add three valuable 
points to their tally.

Despite the notable perfor-
mances elsewhere, Mate-
bele's demolition of Rollers 
remained the weekend's 
biggest talking point.

The four-goal haul against 
one of the country's most 
recognisable football clubs 
will give Matebele renewed 
belief as they seek to climb 
the standings.

For Rollers, the priority will 
be to regroup and restore 
confidence after a result that 
few supporters could have 
anticipated.
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Mochudi Centre Chiefs claimed the bragging 
rights in the 'Royal Encounter', edging bitter 
rivals Township Rollers 2-1 in an entertaining 

encounter played under the floodlights at the National 
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